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PATENT 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 15-34 are currently pending with claims 15, 25, and 30 having been 

amended. Claims 1-14 were previously canceled. 

Claims 15-24 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, as allegedly 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. Claim 15 has been amended to 
address this rejection. 

. Claims 15-34 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over the admitted prior art in view of well-known feature of which Official Notice 
was taken. 

Claims 15 and 25 were amended to clarify the invention as recited in claims 15 
and 25. For example, claim 15 has been amended to recite, "wherein based on the management 
information the first control unit and the third control unit are configured to determine the 
common management information." 

The background section of the instant application discusses a single master 
control unit that is configured to use write information that is received from all of the secondary 
side control units to determine a guarantee time for all of the secondary side control units. After 
the master control unit determines the guarantee time for the secondary side control units, the 
master control unit informs the secondary side control units of the guarantee time. That is, the 
secondary control units (aside from the single master control unit) are not configured to 
determine the guarantee time. Further, the technique described in the background section for 
determining the guarantee time provides that each secondary side control unit communicate with 
the master control unit a number of times for determination of the guarantee time. 

In contrast, amended claim 15 includes limitations for a first and a third control 
unit that each are configured to determine common management information. As the first and 
third control units are configured to determine the common management information, relatively 
fewer communications between these control units are used to determine the common 
management information. Because the background section of the instant application does not 
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show or suggest each of these limitations of amended claim 15, the background section of the 
instant application does not render amended claim 15 obvious. 

Claim 25 has been amended to include similar limitations as those of amended 
claim 15 that are distinguished from the background section of the instant application. 
Therefore, the background section of the instant application fails to render amended claim 25 
obvious for at least the foregoing reasons. 



In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe all claims now pending in this 



Application are in condition for allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of Allowance at an 
early date is respectfully requested. 

If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 
this application, please telephone the undersigned at 650-326-2400. 



TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor 

San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 

Tel: 650-326-2400 
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CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 




Rodney C. LeRoy 
Reg. No. 53,205 
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